[Metal stents in the biliopancreatic duct system--assessment of current status].
By the end of the eighties mesh stents were implanted in malignant stenoses of the biliary and pancreatic ducts for the first time. In the following years, self-expanding as well as balloon-expandable mesh stents were increasingly implanted in malignant stenoses by radiologists or interventional gastroenterologists, either percutaneously or endoscopically retrograde. In randomized comparative studies different teams showed relevant advantages of this new type of prosthesis in comparison to the commonly used plastic stents. Especially the significantly lower rate of late complications and longer patency rates speak in favor of the mesh stents. The higher cost of the mesh stent makes it important to carefully select patients before implantation, to let patients with potentially longer survival time profit from the advantages of the procedure. Expandable mesh stents were successfully implanted in benign stenoses of the biliopancreatic ducts as well, although the lack of randomized comparative studies makes a final assessment difficult. Concluding from already presented results, there might be a new therapeutical option for selected patients with benign stenoses of the biliopancreatic ducts.